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Pleaso call attention to problems with this transmission by return fax or telephone. Thank you, 

THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THiS COMMUNICATION IS CONRDENTIAL, MAY BE ATTORNHY-CUENT P5|VILEaEa AND IS 
INTENDED ONLY FOR THE US£ OF THE ADDRESSEE. UNAUTHORIZED USE, 0'S«^LOSURE OR COPYI^ 
PROHIBITED AND MAY BE UNLAWFUL. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS COMMUNICATION IN ERROR, PLEASE IMMEDIATELY 
NOTIFY US. 

This tcix filiny includes: 

1 . This cover sheet 

2. Informaiion Disclosure Statement 

(in duplicate with deposit account authorization, $180.00. copy of Communication from a foreign 
patent office with English language translation. 2 references and PTO/SB/08 A & B (modified)) 
S. Statement Under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97{e) 

CERTIRCATION OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

Sir: 

I hereby certify that the above identified correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to 
Fx^iniinor Tuan T. DINH at the Patent and Trademark Office on June 7, 2004 at facsimile no. (703) 872- 
3305. 

Respectfully submitted. 



Kevin Bamer 
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JUN 0 7 2004 

OFf/CMl 

PATEN'l APPLICA TION 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

m re application of DockelNo: Q6i5175 

Tadao OOKAWA, el al. Allowed: April 23. 2004 

Appln. No.: 10/053,555 Croup .\rt Unit: 2827 

ConfiniiationNo.: 3320 Examiner: TuanT, DINII 

Filed: January 24. 2002 

Vot: JUNCTION l-LEXmLE WIRING CfRCUl'l- HOARD 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMEN T 
UNDER 37 C\F.R. S§ 1.97 and 1.98 

M\1L S TOP ISSUE FEE 
Commissioner tor Palenls 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexanciria. VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

111 accordance wilh ihe doty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicants hereby 
noijfv the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office of the documents which arc listed on thft allached 
rr()/'SB/08 A & B (modified) form a)»d/or listed herein and which the Examiner may deem 
jriatcrial to paleniahility of the claims of the above-idenlificd application. 

One copy of each o:t the listed documents is submitted herewith, along with a copy of the 
corresponding Communication from a Foreign Patent Office. 

The i)rcscnt Information Di.sclo.sure Statement i.s being tiled after cither a Final Office- 
.^ctior. Notice of Allowance, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application 
(whichever is earlier), but befoixi payment of the issue Fee, and therefore Applicants arc 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATliMbNT 
U.S. Appln. No.: 10/0.53,555 

t 

submiuing herewith a Stalemcnt Under 37 CA\K, § 1 .97(c). The USPTO is iiathofi>f,ed lo charge 
thefeeor$J80.()0under37C.F.R. § 1. 17(p) to Deposit Account No. iy-4880. 

The subniission of the listed docaiwcnts is not inlcndftri as an admi&sion that any such 
doiHiment constitutes prior JJrt against the claini?> of the present application. Apphcani^ do not 
v.aive any right to take any aclion that would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove any 
listed document as a competent reference against the claims of ihc present application. 

The USPTO is direcied and authorized to charge all required tees, except for the Issue 
r-ee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpay men is to xaid Deposit Account. A duplicate copy uf this paper is attached. 

CERTIFICATION Oh FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

.1 he undersigned hereby certifies that the above identified coiTespondcnce is being 
fccsirnilc trarisnritted to Examiner Tuan T. DINIi at the Patent and Trademark Office on June 7, 
2001 iU jacsimilc no. (703) 872-9306. 

Kespectfully submitted. 




S oGHRUE MION , PLLC Kevin M. Earner 

•j elephonc: (202) 293-7060 Regislratioa No. 46,075 

facsimile: (202) 293 7860 
vi;jrr!j.s*ri7cs' orncE 

23373 

Date: June 7. 2004 Attorney Docket No.: Q6S 175 
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PATKN'i APPLICATION 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Jn rc applicalion of Docket No: Q68J.75 

Tadao OOKAWA. ct al. Allowed: April 23, 2004 

Appln. No.: J 0/053.555 Croup Art Unit: 2827 

Confmnalion No.: 3320 Examiner; Tuan T. DlNH 

Filed: January 24, 2002 

For. J UNCTION FLEXIBLE WIRING CIRCUIT BOARD 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 C-F.R. 1.97 and L98 

M\1L STOP ISSUE FEE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O.Box 14.50 
Aiexandri.% VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In avcordanti; with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.RR. § 1-56, Applicants hereby 
TiOiify \iic. U.S. Patent and Trademark Office of tlie documents which are listed on the attached 
PTO/SB/08 .A & B (modified) form and/or listed herein and which the Examiner may deem 
material to patenu^bility of the claims of the above-identified application. 

One copy of each of the listed documents is submitted herewith, along with a copy of ihc 
con-esponding Communication from a Foreign Patent Office. 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after either a Final Office 
Action. Notice of Allowance, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application 
(•.vhichcver is earlier), but before payment of the Issue Fee, and therefore Applicants are 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
U.S. Appln. No.: 10/053.555 

submitting herewith a Statement Under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e). The USPTO is authorized to charge 
the lec of $1 80.00 under 37 C.F.R. § 1 . 17(p) to Deposit Account No. 1 9-4880. 

The axibtnission of the listed documents is not intended as an admis.«:ion that any such 
dcK^umcnt constitutes prior art again,sl the claims of the present application. Applicants do not 
v,aivc any right tu take any action that would be appropriate to antedate or othcj-wise remove any 
li,stsd document a-s a competent reference against the claims of the present application. 

i he USPTO is directed and authori/£d to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee. to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
ovcipayraenLs to said Deposit Account. A duplicate copy of this paper is attached. 

CERTIFICATION OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

The undersigned hereby certifies that the above identified con-cspondence is being 
fiicsimii.?. transmitted to Examiner Tuan T. DINH at the Palent and Trademark Office on June 7, 
2004 ai rucsiriiiic no. (703) 872-9306. 

Respectfully submitted. 




S UGIIRUE M.ION. PLLC Kevin M. Bamer 

Telephone: (202) 293 -7060 Registration No. 46,075 

Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 

23373 

Date: June 7, 2004 Attorney Docket No.: Q68175 
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PATENT APPLICATION 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT ANI> TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of Docket No: Q68175 

TadaoOOKAWA,eiaI. 

Appln.No.: 10/053,555 Group Art Unit: 2827 

Confirmation No.; 3320 Examiner TuanT.DINH 

Filed: Januar\= 24, 2002 

For: J UNCnON FLEXIBLE WlKING CIRCUIT BOARD 

STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c) 

Commissioner ibr Patcnte 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria. V.A 22313-1450 

Sir: 

The undcrsigTied }iereby stales, upon iafomialion and belief: 

Tliai each item of infonnauoii contained in ilic Iiiforination Disclosure Statement filed 
car.currciitly licrewith w as first cited in imy conimunicalion from a foreign paicnJ office in a 
cc)L!nten:sart foreign application not more than three months prior to tlic ftling of said Information 

i)isclo!iMre .S:;irctncnt. 

CERTIFICATION OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

The undersigned hcsrcby certifies that the above identified coniespondencc is being facsimile 
rran.smiiied to Examiner Tuan T. DINH at the Patent and Trademark Office on Junt 7, 2004 at 
facsimile no. (703) 872-9306. 

Respectfully submitted, 




SUGIIRUE MIO.N, PLLC Kevin M. Earner 

Telephone: (202) 293-7060 Registration No. 46,()7:> 

Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 

23373 

Date: June?, 2004 
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Patent Office of the People's Republic of China 



Sdlefi|2gt£- 



NITTO DENKO CORPORATION 



China Patent Agent (H.K.) Ltd. 




02103362.5 



April 30, 2004 



JUNCTION FLEXIBLE WIRING CIRCUIT BOARD 



First Office Action 

1.0 PuTsuanJ to fhe provision of Article 35 (1) of the Chinese Potent Law, the oxomlner 
made an exannination as to substance of the captioned patent application for 
invesniion upon the request for substanlivo examination filed by ihe applicant. 

□ Pursuant to the provision of Article 35 (2) of the Chinese Patent Law, fhe ChiPe.^« 
F"lsnt O/fice has decided fo conduct on its own inifiotivG an exarr^ini^ticn o? »o 
siihstance of rhe captioned patent appliculion for invention. 

2,E! The applicant requests taking the filing date. J cnuorv 2(f.. Pom oi the _JP P-iont 
Office, the filing date. at the Pateni Office,', the^iiino 

""^l^ : ' ..- Patent Office as the pricrii-/ dare 

of iho present application. 

E A copy of the first filed patent application certified by iho receivino wrsc- of 4h.- 
initial country of filing has been submitted by the applicant. 

□ A copy of the first fifed patent upplication certified by the receiving organ of fhe 
•nmal counrry of tiling has not been subnnilted by the opoliccnt. Purv'^^nt fo the 
provision of Article 30 of the Chinese Patent Lev., no priority right shall be desmed'^o 
have been claimed. 

o.n iho applicant filed amended application documen{{s) on 

and , 

— filed on 

filed on cannot be 



O Examination has confirmed that 

cannol be accepted, 

accepted. 



cs the above am«ndment(s) □ is/are nof in conformity with Itie provision of .A,a..cle 55 of 
the Chinese Patent Law. 

□ is/ore not in conformity with the provision of Rule 51 of the Impiemenling Regulations 
of ihe Chinese Patent Law. w « >. s 

n for tt,e .specific reason that the amendmenlfsj cannot be accepted, see ihe te.xt of 
\r,Q Office Aciion. ' 
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4.0 The excjrinolion is conducted in the light of the original application document{s) 

□ The exuirnriulior) h conducled in ihe light of the following applicolion dccunnGnt(5.J: 
in the original opplicafion docunnents submitted on th^ filing date: 

Claimjs) pagefs} of ihe descriplicn. Figure(s) 

of The drcnv(ng(s); Clainn(5j , page(s) .,of ihe description. 

Flgure{s) submitted on ; Clalm(s) ... page (s) 

of the description, Figure(s) subnnitted on 

□ Abstract of the description submitted on . 

5. □ The present Office Action hos been prepared without a search having been 
conducted. 

0 The present Office Action has been prepared with a search having been 

conducted. 

0 The following reference document{s) is/are cited in this Office Action (its/their serial 
number{s) will, continue to be used throughout the examination procedure): 









Fi 


US 5857257 A 


(Date) January 12, 1999 




US 5965842 A 


(Diitc) October 12, 1999 


■3 




(Date) 


4 






5 







6 







6. The concluding comments of the examiner are: 
□ On Ihe description: 

□ The content of the application comes within the scope where no patent r\gh\ k 
granted as provided in Article 5 of the Patent Law. 

□ The description is not in conformity with ihe provision of Article 26(3) of the Paten! 
Law. 

□ The drafting of ihe description "is not in conformity with the provision of Rule !3 of the 
Impiementing Regulations. 

0 On the claims: 

□ Claim cc^m^s v/ithin the scope where no patent right Is granted as provided in Ariicie 
25 of the Patent Low. 

□ Claim is not in conformity with the definition of invention in Rule 2(1) of the 
implementing Regulations. 

□ Claim does not possess novolty as provided in Article 22(2) of the Patent 

Law. 

13 Claim . ...1-8 does not possess inventiveness as provided in Aiiicle 22(^3) of the 

Patent Law. 

□ Claim . does not possess practical appficabiJIty as provided in Articrle of 

the Patent lcr>rj, 

□ Claim is not in confomnlty with the provision of Arricle of the Parent 

2201 •» 
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Lav/. 

□ Claim is not in conformity with the provision of Article 31(1) of the^ Patent 

low. 

□ Claim Is not in conformity with the provisions of Rules S?0-23 of the 

Implemoniing Regulations. 

□ Claim Is not in conformity with the provision of Arricle 9 of the Patent Law. 

° Claim Is not in conformfty of the provision of Rule 12(1) of the [mpfernenling 

Regulations. 

For specific analyses of the above concluding comments, see ihe text of this Office 
Action, 

7. In view of ihe above concluding comments, the examiner holds that: 

□ The opplicant should amend the application document in occordcnce with ihe 
requirements raised in the fexl of this Office Action. The amended documcnt(3) should 
be submitted in duplicate and should confornn to the provisions of Article 33 of the 
Patent Low and Rule 51 of the Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent ;_a/r . 

□ The applicont should expound in his Obsen/aiions the feoson^ why the captioned 
patent application Is patentable and amend the places no! conforming to 
regulations os pointed out In tho text of the Office Action, othen^^iso iT v/ouid be 
impossible for the potent right to be granted. 

12 The captioned patent application contains no substcniive content tor which the:? 
patent rigtil may be gronied. thus if the applicant has not advanced his reosons or 
has nv"5t dene so odequGtely, Ihe application wi;! be rejected. 

S. The applicant should pay attention to the following matters: 

(1 ) In accordance with the provision of Article 37 of the Potent La//, the applicant 
should submit his/its Observotions within Ipyr months from ihe date of iec«ipj of 
this Office Action: if. without any justified reason, the rime limit kzr moking 
responsa is not met, the application will be deemed to have been withdrawn. 

(2) The amendments made by the opplicant to his application should confcrm to 
Ihe provision of Article 33 of the Patent Low, the amended text shudd bo in 
duplicate and the format should conform to the relevant provisions of ttu- 
Guidelines ior Examination. 

(3) The applicant's Observations or amended text should be mailed or presented 
1o the Receiving Section of the Chinese Patent Office. Document no mailt^d or 
presented io the Acceptance Section have no legof force. 

(4) Without making an appointment, the applicant and/or agent may not come to 
the Chinese Patent Office to hold or interview with the examiner. 

This Office Action consists of the text portion totoHing .3. pagG{s} and of the 

following annex(es) : 

S —2 duplicate copies of the reference document(s) cited totalling _ . 9_pcget5/. 
□ 
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0154747 

First Office Action 

The present application relates to a junction flexible wiring circuit board. 
Tlie priority date is 26/0J/20O1, while the application date is 28/01/2002, 
which exceeds the 12-month time limit, hence, its priority is untenable. 
After the examination, the examiner has the following comments; 
(I) On the claims 

(1) Claim 1 has no inventiveness of art. 22.3 of the Patent Law. Ref. 1 
discloses a method of manufacturing a magnetic head suspension having 
a circuit wiring pattern member and the following feature: a njagnetic 
bead suspension having a circuit wiring pattern member for connecting a 
magnetic head elemerit to a read- write amplitler circuit board (col. 1. 
lines 7-1 4, col. 2, lines 27-48). The difference between claim 1 and ref. 1 
lies in that claim 1 claims **a metal l^iyer formed as a fi'ont surface layer 
of said junction flexible wiring circuit board". The fi]nction of this 
distinguishing feature is to avoid the signal reflex between the flexible 
wiring circuit board and the suspension board thereby improving the 
problem of characteristic impedance. 

Ref 2 discloses an electromagnetic interference shielding used on a soft 
conductive line connected to a computer, such as a conductive ribboo 
foirncd of a polyiniide substiate and a cupper libbon, arid u rrielMl hiyer oi 
copper or nickel is plated on its surface (col. 1 , lines .36-42, col. 2, lines 1- 
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]0), and its function is a)so to improve the problem of chaiactcrislic 
impedance, thus it can be seen that reft. 1 and 2 disclose all the tech- 
fcatures in said claim. It is obvious that IJiosc skilled ii) (he ail am obtain 
t})e tech-soiution in said claim oo (he basis of rcf, 1 and in combination 
with ref. 2, forther, corobination of tlie two does not produce unexpected 
tech-result, hence, said claim does not possess any pronjinent substnntive 
feature, nor does it represent any notable progress, and does not have 
inventiveness of art. 22.3 of the Patent Law. 

(2) The additional tech-feature in claim 2 is; a plurality of wiring circuit 
patterns disposed at intervals of a predetermined distance, and said metal 
Jaycf is formed in a position opposite to said pattemi. Said {eaiLirc js 
disclo.sed in refs. 1 and 2 (ibid.). The difference only lies in that rsf 1 
discloses one read line and one write line, but the nuinber of read/write 
lines are .set according to the requirement, setting more lines docs not 
bring about any prominent substantive feature, nor does it bring about any 
notable progress, hence, when claim 1 ha.<i no inventiveness, claim 2 does 
not have inventiveness of art. 22.3 of the Patent Law either. 

(3) The additional tech-feature in claim 3 is: a width of each of said 
wiring circuit patterns is not projected out from a width of said metal 
layer. Said feature, is disclosed in refs. 1 and 2 (ibid.). In rcf 2, the metal 



PME12/34'RCVDAT6I7/20I)43:S8:22PM [Eastern Daylight Tline]'SVR:U»^^^ 



FROM SUGHRUE MION PLLC DC (MON) 6. 7' 04 14:58/ST. 14: 54/NO. 4260759153 P 13 

layer covers the entire siirface. tlie wiling circuit patterns is surely not 
projected t)ut from the metal layer, hence, when claim 2 has no 
inventiveness, claim 3 does not have inventiveness of arl. 22.5 of the 
Patent Law either. 

(4) The additional tech-feature in claim 4 is: a width of said metal 
layer. ..to be not smaller than a sum of a total width of said wiring circuit 
patterns and a total width of intervals therebetween, a width of each of 
said wiring ciicuit patterns is not projected out from the width of said 
metal layer. Said feature is disclosed in rets. 1 and 2 (ibid.). In ref. 2, the 
metal layer covers the entire surface, its width is surely larger tiian the 
wiring circuit patterns, hence, when ciaini 2 has no invent* voijt?j>b>, daim 4 
does not have inventiveness of art. 22.3 of the Patent Law either. 

(5) The additional tech-features in claim 5 are: each of said wiring circuit 
paUems is provided with at least one of write line and at least one of read 
line, said metal layer includes a portion opposite to said write lines, and a 
portion opposite to said read lines. Said features are disclosed in rcfs. 1 
and 2 (ibid ). In ref. 1, the wiring circuit patterns is provided with onR of 
write line and one of read line, and in ref 2, the metal layer covers the 
entire surface, it surely has a portion opposite to the write lines and a 
portion opposite to said read lines, hence, when claim 2 has no 

3 
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inventiveness, claim 5 does not have inventiveness of art, 22.3 of the 
Patent Law either. 



(6) The additional tech-features in claim 6 are: a width ol' said write line 
side rneLal layer.,. to be not smaller than a sum of a total width of said 
write lines and a total width of intervals between said write lines, a width 
of each of said write lines portion is not projected out from the widtl) of 
said write line side metal layer, a width of said read line side mcta] 
layer. . . to be not smaller than a sum of a total width of said read lines and 
a total width of intervals between said read lines, a width of each of said 
read lines is not projected out from the widOi of said read line side metal 
layer. Said features are disclosed iii rcfs. i and 2 (ibid ), in icf. 2, ihc 
metal layer covers the entire surface, it surely meets all the conditions, 
hence, when claim 5 has no inventiveness, claim 6 docs not have 
inventiveness of art. 22.3 of the Patent Law either. 

(7) The additional tech-feature in claim 7 is: said metal layer is formed on 
a side of... a terminal portion. Said feature is disclosed in ref 2 (ibid.). 
Hence, when claim 1 has no inventiveness, claim 7 does not have 
inventiveness of ait. 22.3 of the Patent Law either. 

(8) The additional tech-feature in claim 8 is: said metal layer is 
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formed... provided. Said feature is disclosed in rcf. 2 (ibid.). Hence, when 

claim 7 has no inventiveness, claim 8 does not have inventiveness of uri. 

22.3 of the Patent Law either. 

(IJ) Conclusion 

Based on the above reasons, the independent claims and the dependent 
claims in this application do not possess novelty or inventiveness. Further, 
there is no other substantive content which can be granted a patent right 
in the description, therefore, even if the apphcant rccom bines the claims 
and/or further defines them based on the content in the description, the 
grant of a patent right to this application will not be in prospect. If the 
ctppiicant caniiOt put rorwarcs sunicicnt argumcjjts to prove ti'iat this 
application possesses inventiveness within the lime limit ibr response 
prescribed in this office action, this application will be rejected. 
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